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| would like to congratulate the Hong Kong Red Cross for its various initiatives in promoting
awareness of International Humanitarian Law(IHL)in civil society and the annual ‘People in
War’ camp is an excellent example of one of them. There is a tremendous effort and a huge
investment of time in the preparation for this eventinvolving a large team of HKRC staff and
volunteers and | am amazed with the dedication of the team.

| had the opportunity to participate in the ‘People in War’ camp in 2011 and the participating
of parents with their children in the camp provided them the opportunity to ‘experience’ the
devastations caused by armed conflicts. The methodology employed during the camp
engaged the participants fully and allowed them and reflect on the consequences of armed
conflicts. It reinforced the idea that even in times of armed conflicts,there are limits and the
need to have rules to protect human life and human dignity , as well as organisations , such
as the International Red Cross Red Crescent Movement , in particular the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), that come to help the victims.

As | travelled back from the camp in the bus,| recall overhearing a question posed by a child
in why were children used as child soldiers which led to a meaningful discussion between
the parents and the child on the use of child soldiers in armed conflicts . Though only an
anecdote, it does reflect the ‘impact’ of organising such events to create awareness on
humanitarian issues in society, especially among young people.

Rk F#
Sukhdave Singh

B AB)E1E B o) E ka kg

EHL & Youth Programme Regional Advisor for Asia
1+ ZEFZES

International Committee ofithelRed Cross (ICRC)
RDMEBRERE

Regional Delegation for Ea_§_t Asia
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